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CONFIDENTIAL MANAMA 0969 
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TAGS : MARR, BA, US 

SUBJECT : STATUS OF MIDDLE EAST FORCE NEGOTIATIONS 
REF : STATE 254581 

LAST WEEK FOREIGN MINISTER INDICATED GOB WOULD SOON BE 
PREPARED TO PUSH AHEAD WITH MIDEASTFOR RENT DISCUSSIONS. 

I CAUTIONED THAT COMMANDER MIDDLE EAST FORCE WOULD BE 
OUT OF COUNTRY ON MIDLINK EXERCISE FROM NOVEMBER 14 TO 
APPROXIMATELY DECEMBER 1. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID THAT 
SHOULD POSE NO PROBLEM, WHEN GOB READY IT WILL CALL 
ME IN TO DISCUSS "PRINCIPLES" ON ASSUMPTION THAT I WOULD 
THEN BE IN DIRECT TOUCH WITH COMMANDER MIDDLE EAST FORCE 
UNTIL HIS RETURN TO BAHRAIN. IN TELEPHONE CONSERVATION, 
FOREIGN MINISTER HAS JUST ASKED ME TO SEE HIM NOVEMBER 21, 
AND I PRESUME HE WILL RE-INITIATE RENT DISCUSSIONS 
AT THAT TIME. 

TWINAM 
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